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Galatians Study #1 - Liberty and Grace

As we begin our study in a new Book, it's important to have a little background. Paul wrote the Book of
Galatians to the area of Galatia around 49 A.D., and it was probably circulated among a number of
churches in the area. As we know about the early church, it began with Jewish Christians through the
ministry of Peter and John and later the gospel reached the Gentiles (non-Jews) through the ministry of
Paul.

At this time, many of the Jewish Christians were telling the new Gentile Christians that they had to
accept Jesus Christ AND follow the Law. So Paul wrote this Book to clear up the controversy in the
early church and to show us the freedom that we all have in Christ! As born again believers, we are
part of the new covenant, yet we are often saddled with the baggage of the law and of sin. We aren'’t
spiritual people because of what we do and don’'t do. We are made righteous through the blood of
Jesus Christ. So as we grow in the Lord, we ought not to hang our hat on something that we’ve done
or something that we chose not to do, but instead let’s look to serve God wholeheartedly without putting
legalism on ourselves or others. It is my prayer that we will all realize the liberty that we have in Jesus
and choose to please our Lord and not men.

Supportive Scripture

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; [it is] the gift of God, not of
works, lest anyone should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith.
Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law. (Romans 3:27-
28)

But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but | labored more
abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. (1 Corinthians 15:10)

"Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. | did not come to destroy but to fulfill. "For
assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from
the law till all is fulfilled. (Matthew 5:17-18)

For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a
righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more
then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. (Romans 5:
Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord [is], there [is] liberty. (2 Corinthians 3:17)

Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. (2 Corinthians
5:9)

What then shall we say to these things? If God [is] for us, who [can be] against us? (Romans 8:31)

Galatians Study #1
Page 1 of 3



Key Verse
Who (Jesus) gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to

the will of our God and Father. (Galatians 1:4)

Memory Verse
Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed. (John 8:36)

Quote

“Galatians is a passionate letter, the outpouring of the soul of a preacher on fire for his Lord and deeply
committed to bringing his hearers to an understanding of what saving grace is.” ~ Leon Morris (1914 -
2006) was a leading evangelical New Testament scholar.

Questions for Group Discussion

Galatians 1:1-10

1. (v.1-3) Paul, an Apostle — What is the importance of Paul indicating his position as an apostle
versus noting that he is a bond servant of Christ as he has started off so many of his other letters.

2. (v.4) Who Gave Himself — The word for in verse 4 indicates the idea of substitution. Why did Jesus
give Himself for our sins? How are you delivered from this present evil age?

3. (v.6) Turning Away — Do you feel that the Galatians knew that they were turning away from the
gospel and did so to turn from Jesus? Explain. How does understanding the simplicity of the true
gospel bring liberty and grace versus legalism and bondage?
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4. (v.7-8) Another Gospel — In verse 7, what does Paul mean when he says “which is not another”
when speaking of a different gospel? How can we recognize “another” gospel?

5. (v.10) Please God or Please Men - How does the approval or disapproval of men affect you? Do
you find yourself compromising to impress? In what ways would trying to please God rather than
men affect your day-to-day relationships? (verses 10-11)

Additional Questions for Personal Study

1. What were the Galatian Christians doing that caused Paul to write this letter?

2. You cannot mix grace and works. How does one exclude the other?

3. How were the Judaizers like cultists today?

4. What are some differences between living by grace and living by the Law?

5. How can the desire to “please men” ruin a Christian?
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